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Introduction
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There have been extensive studies carried out on the effects of light on the biology of 52 fungal organisms with numerous reports published on effects on growth, metabolism 53 and differentiation. There has also been considerable interest in the application of 54 light-based technologies, using specific light wavelengths and intensities, for the 55 inactivation and control of problematic fungal organisms. Ultraviolet light (UV) in 56 particular has been extensively studied as an inactivation technology for destruction 57 of pathogenic and spoilage microorganisms including fungi and yeasts (Begum et al. 58 2009). Although UV-light can be effective, it has limitations as a decontamination 59 technology due to its low penetration into opaque liquids and solids, photodegradation 60 of plastics, and human exposure safety issues (Elmnasser et al., 2007) .. These 
Effect of 405 nm light on Germinating Aspergillus Spores
189
A. niger spore suspensions were prepared as previously described but resuspended in Results in Figure 1 demonstrate that C. albicans was inactivated by 5-log 10 CFU ml were light-exposed after a 2-hour incubation period in the germination medium.
309
When the period in germination medium, prior to light exposure, was extended, possessed a rough dark pigmented spore coat (Fig 3a) , increased in diameter by a 324 process of both imbibitional and spherical growth swelling to 6.5 to 7.0 µm. before The current study has also demonstrated that oxygen plays an important role in the were significantly different to non-exposed control populations (P ≤ 0.05). 
